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The Christian and His Responsibility
to Government
Manhas always had a problem in fulfillinghis responsibilities to the
government, especially when he disagrees with its policies. Many
Christians in South Africa were. upset with the last government be-
cause they were treated unfairly. Lately I have noticed that many
Christians are upset with our present government because of its
corruption, failure-tokeep promises, and inability to reduce crime.
The government has also passed many ungodly laws such as the
removing of the death penalty, the legalizing of gambling, and
abortion on demand. I believe that South Africa was also the first
country in the world to legalize homosexual marriages. Just about
every Christian I know has been affected by crime in some way.
This has led to feelings of anger and bitterness towards our govern-
ment and towards our fellow men. What must we Christians do in
this situation?

First of all I think we should not expect our government to be a
good government. Our government was elected by majority rule.
Are the majority of people in this country true Christians? Matthew
7:13-14says that few go down the narrow way that leads to life.

The government that ruled in the' days of Jesus was also not a good
government. The Jews lived under the military rule of a corrupt for-
eign governnient, Rome. They had the same attitude problems as
we do. They asked Jesus if they should pay taxes to Rome. Jesus
reply was simple and clear, "Render therefore unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are
God's" (Matt. 22:21).Continued on the next page .

I

I "



continued

Even should we have the most corrupt government in the world, we are not
excused from fulfilling our responsibilities to it. Ifwe fail to heed God's com-
mands, we stand guilty before him. "Let every soul be subject to the govern-
ing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities
that exist are appointed by God, Therefore whoever resists the authority re-
sists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on them-
selves." .

Brethren, what can.we do so that we do not bring judgment on ourselves? How
do we handle our feelings? Is there anything we can do that Willmake this
country a better place?

First, we need to have a godly attitude towards our failures and the failures of
our fellow countrymen. We must hear the teaching ofJesus, "Blessed are .those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted" (Matt. 5:4). Jesus promises
in Matthew 11:28, "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." We must not be like those in the world around us, filled
with hate and fear; we must rather mourn for our sins .and for theirs. Our godly
actions, based on the attitude of mourning, will give us the promised comfort
and rest. "Godly sorrow produces repentance to salvation, not to be regret-
ted" (2 Cor. 7:10). What are some things we ourselves need to repent of?

1., Pay the government what you owe. If you are earning money that the
government does not know about, it is your duty to report that income to the
government and pay tax on it. If you have not been doing this, you need to
repent (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:6). You need to phone or go to the tax office
and ask for forms to report your income.

2. Repent of materialism. Many who fail to do the above, do so because they
rather want to spend the money on their own personal needs a fridge, new
clothes, or a car, etc. Such people are guilty of the sin of materialism. Many of
our brethren, even those who are poor, are guilty of this sin. This is evident by
the poor collections I see-taken up in congregations around the country. I
know of brethren who spend more on 'I'Vs,sweets, cool drinks, and other un-
necessary items, than they spend on the Lord. When I see only small change
and no notes going into the collection plate I know this is so. Then we wonder
why God withholds his blessings from us and why we lack joy in our lives (2
Cor. 8:2; 9:6).

3. Other attitudes we need to repent of are anger, hate, and bitterness.
Sometimes our anger is also rooted in materialism. I have been hijacked at
knife-point and also had two other cars stolen. I was very upset, but it made
me think: Are my possessions really so important to me? (Matt. 6:19-21). We
also need to remember that, unless it was for the grace of God, we would also
be condemned to hell.
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Therefore, we need to love our enemies, do good to
those who hate us, and pray for those who spitefully
use us and persecute us (Matt. 5:44).Above all, we
must not be guilty of being angry with a whole group
or race of people be-cause a fewpersons of that group
or race did evil to us. "Whoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg-
ment" (Matt. 5:22). f3f)vel"nment
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4. If the crime in this country is causing me to worry unduly, I must
repent (Matt. 6:44). Jesus said, "Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Himwho is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell." Ifwe spent more time making sure we are pleasing to
God, we would not have so much time to spend in worry. Philippians 4:6
-9 tells us that instead of worrying, we should pray to God, let our minds
dwell on good things; and do those things that are right.
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There are also some positive things that we can work on that will general-
ly improve things in our country, no matter what kind of government we
have.

I. We must work harder at fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus
in Matthew 28:18-20.We must teach people the plan of salvation and the
way of Christ. The more people who become Christians, the less crime
and evil there will be.

2. We must be like leaven (Matt .. 13:33). We must aI-ways be a good
example. Whenever possible, we must influence those in authority to
make wise decisions and we must influence those around us to do the
right things. "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good" (Rom. 12:21).

3. We must pray for all who are in authority that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence (2 Tim. 2:1-2).

Brethren, let us concentrate on obeying all the laws of God both laws
governing our 'deeds and laws governing our attitudes. Let us also be cer-
tain to obey the laws of the land lest we find ourselves spending eternity
with Satan and the same evil men who are presently trying to work us
harm. Let us concentrate on spending eternity in the land where God
himself is the light, where all is peace and joy,
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Keep In
PRAYER

[When you have updated data.
please call John Burch-202-
6518]

Prayer List (Updated: 7/4/16).
Jess Hart continuing to re-
cover from open heart surgery.
Stephen Guy -;.has stage 3B
chronic kidney disease plus
other problems. Please pray
that Stephen will soon be pro-
vided relief from his pain.
Connie Howe - Health is-
sues
Jenny Simpson - Recover-
ing from a cracked knee cap.
June Smith, Neal and Barba-
ra Smith's sister-in-law, has ter-
minal cancer.
Cameron Williamson,
Doug and Marsha Williamson's
son, still deployed to Kuwait.
Please pray for our military and
especially for Cameron

WHEN LIFE IS GREAT

PRAY



Coordinators: Crai-gSims/ Gary Smith
Ushers: MelOtt / Darrell Puckett
Sound Syste~: Paul Puckett
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Announcements: Rodger Cobia
Scripture: George Smith
Lead Singing: RonKochik
1st Prayer: Neal Smith

Communion
JohnBurch
Gary Hart
NathanSmith

Daniel Jones
JohnDemas
RichardHowe-

Sermon
MarshallMcDaniel

Closing Prayer: BlakeBoren
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Announcements: Rodger Cobia
Ushers: Stephen Guy/ KennyRoberts
Scripture: Gary Smith
Lead Singing: James-Powell
l~t Prayer: Gary McDaniel
Sermon: MarshallMcDaniel
Lord's Supper: Richard Howe
Closing Prayer: Charles Painter
Sound System: JimKeith

LORD'S Supper Preparation
07117 Diane Smith07124 Helen Stewart
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Ushers: DavidTurner / Paul Puckett
Announcements: Rodger Cobia
Lead Singing: Todd Thayer
Opening Prayer: James Powell I
Invitation: MarshalMcDaniel I
Closing Prayer: Darrell Puckett I
Sound System: Harold Mustin I
Count Contribution: I
Curt Williamson / Keith Hollis / Bud I
Porter i

To our visitors:

• T h ep e 0 pie who
assemble at Perry Hill
Road are simply a group
of Christians who belong
to Christ and are devoted
to serving God.

• Our aim is to glorify God
by following the Bible, His
inspired word, which is
our only guide in worship
and service.

• O~r commitment is to
preach Christ, who is
man's only hope for
eternal life, and live in
snch a way so that others
may see Christ in us.

• We encourage an open
study and discussion of
the Scriptures in all our
Bible classes and extend
to all a sincere welcome.

• Personal studies are avail-
able upon request.

. Schedule of Services

Sunday

Bible Classes

Worship
Evening

9 AM

.10 AM

5 PM

Wednesday
Bible Classes 7 PM

Records You Helped Make
For the Week of
July 10,2016

Attendance

Sunday Bible Class •••••••••••••••••••• 14
Sunday Moring Worship •••••••••• 144
Sunday Evening Worship ••••••••••• 96
Wednesday Bible Study •••••••••••• 93

CODtrilJUtiOD•••••••••••••••••••••••• $4,5&3

Care Croup 1
Serves this month ...
meeting tonight in the
.J,illrary / Resource room

caregroups

-.WELCOME
11',. New Members

Welcome to Will King and Ali
Ingram who have expressed their desire
to be identified as members here at Perry
Hill Road. You will find their contact info
in the online Member Directory. Please
make them welcome.

Welcome David & Robin Sims,
Brittany,' Breeana, Dustin &
Roma,n... Their information has been
posted on the Perry HillRoad website. Get
to know them soon !!


